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had the authority to do that. It was necessary to choose
a committee on the affairs of Italy, similar to the com-
mittee on those of Germany. This thesis was held by the
Spanish delegate, M. de Labrador, Metternich replied that
the indemnity for the King of Sardinia had been estab-
lished by the Treaty of Paris; and he opposed a subtle
distinction to the formation of a committee on Italian
affairs. Germany was obviously a political entity, since
she was to be united in a federation. Italy neither was nor
was it planned to make of her a political entity; she was
a peninsula made up of a number of independent states.
Her problems were, therefore, all individual and separate
problems, to be treated separately, beginning with Genoa,
M. de Labrador had spoken as a disciple of Talleyrand's.
Genoa was a vacant state; neither the conquerors nor
the eight signatory powers had any right to dispose of it
But this time the master did not bear out the disciple;
and he agreed with Metternich that the question of
Genoa had been settled by the Treaty of Paris. It is pos-
sible that he dedded it was useless to defend his position
on this subject, which would have led to a kind of revision
of the Paris treaty. He was content to propose that formal
notice be given to the Marquis of Brignole, the delegate
from Genoa, that "The powers will concede the most lib-
eral conditions for the union of Genoa to Piedmont and
will take into full account the interests, wishes, and needs
of the Genoese/1 This was approved. The question of
Genoa having been settled, Metternich put forth the
question which had been postponed by the last meeting:
should a general meeting of all the delegates be convened
immediately after the credentials had been verified? It
was decided that "in view of the present state of indi-
vidual negotiations, this general meeting would be of no
use, and that it would be better to postpone it to a future
date.18
Another postponement! The Allies could not bring
is Cf. the minutes of this meeting in Angeberg, op. cit., pp. 425-427.